PREFACE

Jesus as tolerant even to carelessness, he draws the line at the
Gentile, and represents Jesus as a bigoted Jew who regards his
mission as addressed exclusively to "the lost sheep of the house
of Israel." When a woman of Canaan begged Jesus to cure her
daughter, he first refused to speak to her, and then told her brut-
ally that "It is not meet to take the children's bread and cast it to
the dogs." But when the woman said, "Truth, Lord; yet the dogs
eat of the crumbs which fall from their master's table," she
melted the Jew out of him and made Christ a Christian. To the
woman whom he had just called a dog he said, "O woman, great
is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt." This is somehow
one of the most touching stories in the gospel; perhaps because
the woman rebukes the prophet by a touch of his own finest
quality. It is certainly out of character; but as the sins of good
men are always out of character, it is not safe to reject the story
as invented in the interest of Matthew's determination that Jesus
shall have nothing to do with the Gentiles. At all events, there the
story is; and it is by no means the only instance in which Matthew
reports Jesus, in spite of the charm of his preaching, as extremely
uncivil in private intercourse.

THE GREAT CHANGE

So far the history is that of a man sane and interesting apart
from his special gifts as orator, healer, and prophet. But a start-
ling change occurs. One day, after the disciples have discouraged
him for a long time by their misunderstandings of his mission,
and their speculations as to whether he is one of the old prophets
come again, and if so, which, his disciple Peter suddenly solves
the problem by exclaiming, "Thou art the Christ, the son of the
living God." At this Jesus is extraordinarily pleased and excited.
He declares that Peter has had a revelation straight from God.
He makes a pun on Peter's name, and declares him the founder of
his Church. And he accepts his destiny as a god by announcing
that he will be killed when he goes to Jerusalem; for if he is really
the Christ, it is a necessary part of his legendary destiny that he
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